
Boy trees have red-and-white catkins. Girl trees have green-yellow catkins.

Fruit: Only girl trees grow fluffy white seeds that look like cotton and 
blow around in the wind!

Fall Color: Leaves turn a bright, sunny yellow before they fall!

Flowers: In spring, the cottonwood grows catkins — the tree’s flowers.

Buds: Sticky, yellow-green, and shaped like tiny ice cream cones. They sit 
at the tips of the twigs.

Bark:
Gray and super thick with deep cracks 
and flat-topped ridges — perfect for 
climbing bugs and hiding birds!

  Leaves: Big and shiny!  
Shaped like a triangle 
with little rounded teeth  
 on the edges. The leaf

stem is flat, which
makes the leaves
flutter in the wind!

Eastern Cottonwood
(Populus deltoides)



Goldenrod
(Soldiago gigantea)



Western Meadowlark
Nebraska State Bird

Western Meadowlarks love wide open spaces! They live in grasslands, 
prairies, pastures, and old fields. You can spot them across the central 

and western U.S., all the way down to northern Mexico.

These birds build their nests on the ground, hiding them under a 
little roof made of grass to stay safe from predators and weather.


